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make nonsense of Creusa's impassioned
reply.

What is the cardinal truth about Euri-
pides ? M. Masqueray has told us (p. 197),
' II a ete un poete tragique, et n'a jamais
voulu 6tre autre chose.' We will allow that
in him the dramatist overtopped the poet,
and that he has faults, though many of
them are due to the statuesque character
of Greek tragedy, and others are those of
the age in which he lived. But the great
fact is that, like Shakespeare, he wrote to
please and to succeed.1 Any theory is
wrong which makes him aim primarily at
any other object than the tragic crown,
though no doubt he said a good many
things by the way which made people
think. And the moral is: let us get as
many of his plays acted as possible. They

1 M. Masqueray suggests that his dislike for
athletes was due to his jealousy of their popularity
(p. 360).

are meant to be acted, not to be read : then
you will see at once if you are meant to
sympathise with Pentheus in the Bacchae,
or with Clytemnestra in the Electro,; and
then, not before then, will you understand
the greatness of the man's art.

It has been said lately,2 the final ques-
tion to be put about a poet is this: has he
increased our sense of the value of the
noble things of life ? What are the things
of whose value Euripides has increased our
sense ? They are intellectual truth, moral
courage, self-sacrifice, the love of country
and the duty of defending it, hatred of war,
contempt for the game of party politics, the
greatness of our common humanity, the
possibilities of feminine devotion, the power
of love in life.

A. H. CRUICKSHANK.
Winchester College.

2 Times Lit. Suppl., April 15, 1909.

SHORT NOTICES

S. Aureli Augustini Scriptorum contra Dona-
tistas. Pars I. recensuit M. PETSCHENIG.
Vienna: Tempsky, 1908. Pp. xxiii +
387. M 13.

THE Vienna edition of St. Augustine is now
making rapid and satisfactory progress.
The Corpus was seen at its worst in one
or two of the earlier volumes, but the
present workers on Augustine may be
trusted. The anti-Donatist writings are
to occupy three volumes, of which this is
the first, and are entrusted to Michael Pet-
schenig, who edited Victor Vitensis for the
same series as far back as 1881, and he
acknowledges the help of A. Engelbrecht.
The volume contains three of St. Augus-
tine's productions. The first is the Psalmus
contra partem Donati, delightful doggerel
in lines of eight trochees, all of which end
in -e or -ae. The Saint wrote them, as he
says,' non aliquo carminis genere,' lest he
should have to use uncommon words, and
so defeat his purpose of warning the
illiterate against Donatism. The MSS.

are not very good nor very early, and
betray omissions as well as errors. The
poem would reward study from the point
of view of pronunciation as well as in other
respects ; but emendation, metrical or
otherwise, might be as dangerous as in the
case of Commodian, who is now happily
relegated to another country and a later
generation than Augustine's. Next come
the three books, Contra Epistulam Par-
meniani, where again the attestation is not
very good, the best authority being a
Cassinese MS. of the eleventh century.
It is followed by the De Baptismo, even
more important for the text of Cyprian
than for its own sake. It is in the famous
Escurial MS. of the sixth century, which
came to Spain from Spanheim, near Mainz,
and in a Laudian MS. at Oxford of the
early tenth, which came from Eberbach in
the same neighbourhood. An accumulation
of slight differences, such as transpositions,
leads Petschenig to conclude that it is not
a copy of the earlier MS., but very faith-
fully represents an original coeval with it,
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the common archetype of this last and of
the Escurial MS. ascending very nearly to
the days of Augustine. Petschenig says
nothing as to the scriptorium in which the
Escurial MS. may have been written. In
fact his critical preface, though not in-
adequate, is much slighter than is usual in
the Vienna Corpus. In these two treatises
St. Augustine is in his most business-like
mood, neither eloquent nor conversational,
and therefore the language does not offer
much that is striking, though the excellent
evidence for orthography makes the De
Baptismo very instructive. But we shall
not know Augustine as a writer till this
edition is crowned by an adequate gram-
matical index.

E. W. WATSON.
Christ Church, Oxford.

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA
STUDIES.

University of Nevada Studies. Vol. I. No. 2.
1908.

THIS publication contains four studies by
J. E. Church, Jr., of which the first is a
sympathetic account of the writer's teacher,
the lamented Prof. Furtwangler, with a
characteristic photograph of the professor
as he sat resting without his coat in the
monastery of Aegina. The second and
longest is on the identity of the child in
Virgil's fourth Eclogue, in opposition to
Prof. E. K. Rand, who is an ardent sup-
porter of the claims of a son of Pollio. The
main argument here is the devotion of
the poet to the family of the Caesars, and
the impossibility that ' the royal son in
the Pollio' can be other than a Caesar.
With this a part author of the volume en-
titled Virgil's Messianic Eclogue must natur-
ally agree, and it is pleasant to find that
Mr. Church had formulated his argument
before he had seen that volume, which was
generously sent him by his opponent ' in
order that I might not be lonesome in my
obstinacy.' The third paper is a fully
satisfactory disposal of the view that in
Aeneid I. 249, 'placida compostus pace
quievit,' Virgil is representing Antenor as
resting in the tomb, and not in peaceful re-

tirement after a strenuous life. It contains
interesting examples of the use of pax and
componere, in literature and sepulchral in-
scriptions, in both these senses; but with
the result that pax cannot be proved to have
been used of rest in death till after Virgil's
time. The fourth paper is a discussion of
the puzzling couplet in Propertius IV. 3.
47-48:

Nee me tardarent Scythiae iuga, cum pater altas
Africus in glaciem frigore nectit aquas,

where Mr. Church defends the MS. reading
Africus, on the ground that south winds
may be violent and even cold (as auster is
frigidus in Propertius I I . 26-36). So far so
good. It is perhaps better to let Africus
stand, as no emendation is convincing; but
the word pater is still a difficulty, and the
ingenious attempt here made to improve
on it will hardly recommend itself to
editors.

W. W. F .

T H E DEATH OF VIRGIL.

The Death of Virgil: a dramatic narrative.
By T. H. WARREN, M.A., Hon. D.C.L.,
President of Magdalen College, Oxford,
Vice-Chancellor of the University.
Oxford: B. H. Blackwell; London:
John Murray, 1907, 3s. net.

W E are told that Virgil dying at Brindisi
desired to commit his imperfect epic to
the flames, but was overruled by those
about him. This scene has given Mr.
Warren the groundwork of a 'dramatic
narrative' in verse, in which the scraps of
tradition, scanty but sufficiently definite,
about Virgil's life and personality are skil-
fully interwoven with such indications of
his mind and purpose as his own work
reveals. The writer is soaked in Virgil
and Virgilian lore. The result is a presen-
tation of the poet and his art more real
and more pleasing than formal literary
history can create. The method is that of
Browning, and so in places is the manner:
e.g. (a translation from Donatus):

How will they deal with all I left uncertain . . .
Mere stop-gap stuff, provisional scaffolding,
Where the pure Parian pillars were to come ?

Surely here the ghost of Browning moved
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